{5M 35 ; A | 
21 E R M O0 N 
Preached before the 


ncorporared SOCIETY 


| FOR THE 


ropagation of the Goſpel i In 
Foreign Parts; 


& FT THEIR 
ANNIVERSARY: MEETING 
I N THE 


Wariſh-Churchof St Mary-le-Bow, 


On Friday che "IM of February, 718. 


13 a. * by 


mms. 7”. 2 n * n 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


FEET EE LY! _ 


By the Right Reverend Father in GOD, 
ENTS Lord Biſhop of HERETORD 


F D D 
nted 8 J. Dow NIN, in Bartholomew-Cloſe, for 
and J. KN Ar ox, in St. Paul's Church-lard, 1729. 


: 


2 4 ” 


- | 
D LY 
; |; 


. * > CY 4 1 4 * * 4 11 4 * k 
? L 9 "_ e 1 8 * „ 

0 . 1 * P 4 _- , * 4 

" * — 4 * * — 
- 1 9 N 
7 = , \ . U 
: af 19 1 N 
'Y 21 

= - / 2 = p 

* y # 
© 
9 A b.. * = . = i 
OY 1 
\ 
K . 
* 5 
N ' 
0 1 
* 
- : 4 


| 1 
1 
** 

v7 


February 21. 17284 


At the Annicerſary Meeting of the Sci 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel | 
Foreign Parts. 


Greed, That the Thanks of ul 

N Sociztry be given to tl 
Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
Hereford, for his Sermon Preach 
this Day before the 8 o IE Ty, al 
that his Lordſhip be defir'd to PH 
the. lame; 
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David Humphreys, Secreta | 
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Daniel xii. Verſe 3. 


| Y that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 
==: Brightneſs of the Firmas- 
cnt ; and they that turn ma- 
% Reghteouſnefs, as the Stars 


or ever and ever. 
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UR great Prophet, being 
about to finiſh and ſeal 
up his Predictions, is here 
ſuppos'd, by the beſt Ex- 
Pors, to have his Thoughts di- 
ed to the laſt Days, or lateſt 
s, termd by St. Paul (Gal. iv. 
the Fulneſs of the Time, which 
to begin at the Expiration of 
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W Sermon before the Soci ety 


the Jewiſh State; or with the f 
Coming of the Meſſiah at his f 
miliation in the Fleſh, and to 
concluded at his ſecond Conmi 
in great Glory to Judge the Wo 
When all Mankind ſhall rc 
the Juſt Recompence of uM 
paſt Actions, and Many, or all, 
them that ſleep in the Duſt « 
Eartb- ſhall awake, or be raiſcd i 
their Graves, fome to everliii 
Life, and ſome to Shame and 
laſting Contempt, as it is ſet fort 
the ſecond verſe; and as it in 
diately follows in my Text, Thy! 
be wiſe, or who are eminently 
and religious, who are wiſe, not q 
unto their own, but other M 
Salvation, and ſo become the ble 
Inſtruments of advancing Gov! 
ritual Kingdom here upon Earth 
Converting Sinners from the Em 
their Ways, and turning them to \ 
teoufneſs, ſhall be eminently rev 
ed, or moſt highly exalted in 
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avenly Kingdom; When they that 
Wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of 
Firmament; and they that turn many 
Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 


| ever. d 
From which Words I ſhall, 


usr, Shew, in general, the great 
Charity of converting Sinners, 
or, turning them to Righteouſ- 
- neſs. Which I ſhall further 


recommend, 


MS: coxdLy, In the ſpecial Inſtance 
now before us, of converting 


Infidels. And, 


HRDLY, Confider the glorious 
Reward which is here promis'd 
to thoſe who join in ſo chari- 
table a Work ; They ſhall ſhine 
as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and as the Stars for ever 
and ever. 
FIRST, 


1 


Sermon before the Society 


FIRST, I am to ſhew the pre 
Charity of converting Sinners, q 
turning them to Righteouſneſs Fl 

By Charity, as it relates to ouli 


F 


Fellow- Creatures, and ſtands diſtin 
guiſhed from the Love of G01 [ 
which is the other Branch of th 
Chriſtian Grace, is always unde 
ſtood the Love of our Neighboullil 
_ exerting it ſelf, upon all Occato 
in the Lindeft Offices of Human 
and Beneficence toward all, wha 
in any Reſpect, we are capable 
profiting, 
WirtH Regard to their Body 
or their preſent Eſtate in this Wow 
it is exerciſed in adminiſtring 
the Relief we are able to give 
the Miſeries and Calamitics 
which they are expoſed; in be 
Feet to the Lame, and Eyes to the Bi 
in Feeding the Hungry, Cloathing 
Naked, and helping the Oppreſſed ; u 
to be ſhort, in carefully ſuppl) 
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Il their reſpective Wants whatſo- 
Wer, according to our Power or 
bility of doing it. And with Re- 
Id to their Souls, or their future 
Rate, which is the great Charity 
em now ſpeaking to, it conſults 
Wewiſe their ſpiritual Welfare of 
| Kinds; it is Wiſdom to the Sim- 

We, and Inſtruction to the Igno- 
Mt; it revives the Contrite, and 
Wroves the Impenitent ; and ne- 

neglects any Opportunities, that 
re in its Way, of bringing them 
© a Senſe of their dangerous Con- 
ion, and reclaiming them from 
= 


ro 0 theſe Acts of Charity, of 
Wh Kinds, as we are bleſs'd with 
Opportunity and Ability of per- 
ming them, we are doubtleſs 
iged to apply our ſelves. But as 
is ſaid of this Chriſtian Grace, 
r it excels all others, it muſt like- 
e be allow'd that our Charity in 
e the Souls of our Brethren, or 
' A 4 in 


8  AFSermon before tbe Society 
| in ſecuring and promoting the 
eternal Welfare, is far ſuperiour | 
that which is employ'd in relieving 
their Bodies; and as much excee 
it, as the everlaſting Happineſs 
the other World ſurpaſſes the tra 
fitory  Enjoyments of this. T 
therefore, with Reſpect to oli 
Neighbour as well as our {clvi 
is that better Part, which we ſho 
never ſuffer, upon any Account, i 
be talen from us; and, comparativah 
{peaking, it is the one Thing that WW 
moſt truly needful, for them. * 
ST. James recommends this Du 
in his vth Ch. 19, and 20th Vera 
in a Manner that deſerves our pi 
ticular Regard : Brethren, ſays ih 
if any of you do err from the In 
and one convert him; let him Ln, 
be. well aſſured, that he which 
verteth a Sinner from the Error «| d 
Way, ſhall ſave a, Soul from Del 
which he plainly ſuggeſts. to Wt 
the beſt Office he can do for bl 1 
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then adds, how much it will 
ound to his own Benefit, and he 
hide 4 Multitude of Sins, 1. c. as 
e interpret theſe Words, of bis 
Sins, by diſpoſing the Almighty 
de the more propitious, upon his 
ere Repentance, in the For- 
neſs of them; or, as it is in 
am. Xxii. 26. to ſhew himſelf mer- 
with him, who has been thus 
ciful to his ſinful Brother. 
Dur Blefled Lord, we know, 
ilſt he liv'd and convers'd, as he 
fly delighted to do with the 
rm and Diſcas d, and Indigent 
t of Mankind, was never want- 
to theſe miſerable Creatures, 
any Office of Pity and Com- 
ion that their Caſe requir'd ; 
having, many Times, no other 
of helping and relieving them, 
did it by his Miracles; he bleſs d 
multiply d the ſcanty Proviſion 
t had been made for himſelf and 
09 uſual Attendants, into more than 
_ Was 
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he — 


was ſufficient to ſatisfie the Hu 
of ſome Thouſands; he m 

the Lame to wall, the Blind to ſee, i 
the Deaf to hear; be cleans'd the Lt 
heal'd the Sick. and rais d the Dead | 
ſpeaking, as the Centurion defar'd | 
would do in his particular C 
the Word only; as he at firſt creat 
the World, by ſaying, Let it be ſo. 
Bur the principal End for wh 
he wrought theſe and all his Mu 
cles, was to ſave Sinners, to call il 
to Repentance, to demonſtrate |i 
Power of forgiving their Sins, and 1 
deliver them from the Dominic 
and Puniſhment of them. An 
as for this End he afſum'd our M 
ture, and came into the World, | 
when he had fulfil'd all Rightenſ 
neſs, he then alſo laid down his Li 
as he had taken it up, with the u 
moſt Reſignation, to ſave Sinn 
And greater Love bath no Man than th 
nor can any pretend to come || 
to it; yet the Inference St. Pulp 
dra 
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aws from the infinite Condeſcen- 
nof Gop's Love to us, is no 
ter than this, that, as he lov'd us, 
we ought alſo, in an humble Imi- 
jon and a grateful Acknowledg- 
at of the Divine Goodneſs, to 
We one another; to do all the Good 
> can in the World, and to pro- 
Pie and ſet forward, to the ut- 
st of our Power, the common 
ation of Mankind in general. 
Which leads me to conſider, 
WS: conDLY, The ſpecial Inſtance 
a Chriſtian Charity, now before us, 


t of converting Infidels: Who 
gc <mphatically ſtyl'd by St. Paul, 
Wl. it. 15. Sinners of the Gentiles ; 
d whoſe unhappy Circumſtances, 
thoſe Parts where our Trafhck 
mites us, ſhews them to be, in Re- 
rd to their ſpiritual Intereſt, the 
oſt proper Objects of our Chri- 
an Charity, and loudly calls for 

r Compaſſhon towards them; 
er Condition being plainly ſuch 
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A Sermon before the Society 


as cannot be remedy'd without t 
merciful Aſſiſtance of thoſe . 


have embrac'd the Chriſtian Fai 
and are providentially call'd, as 


are by our Dealings with them, ii 
inſtrut them in it. For, as i 
Apoſtle argues, Rom. x. 14, and of 
How ſhall they call upon him, or wil 


his Name whereby alone they can ha 


to be favd, of whom they have 
heard? and 'how ſhall they hear w 
out a Preacher ? and how ſhall they Pris 


who will prefume to undertake 


Employment, or engage in {o ( 


ficult and hazardous a Work, ui 
they be ſent,” or duly authoriz'd ul 


call'd to it? Who indeed, with 


the Help and Aſſiſtance, which m i 
flow from the charitable Contrih 


tions of thoſe who promote this gi 


Deſign, together with Go »'s Blelin 
attending it, can be thought fu 


for theſe Things ? 
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How beautiful therefore, as 


Apoſtle goes on at the latter Fi 
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the 15th Verſe, and as. it is writ. 
„Iſa. In. 7. are the Feet of them that 
ach to thkſe People the Goſpel of 
ace, and bring them glad Tidings of 
34 Things, and that publiſh Salvation | 
who employ their kind and moſt 
Wriſtian Endeavours to gain them 
5 f the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. How 
ch to be commended are their 
us Undertakings, and how well 
they deſerve the beſt Encourage- 
nts we are able to give them 

As we are therefore engag'd in 
mmerce with theſe bode and 
e our Settlements amongſt them, 
d by theſe Advantages have many 
bportunities of inſtructing them 
the Principles of our holy Re- 
ton, and recommending it to 
m by our good Examples; we 
aht not to neglect any of the 
aans that are put into our Hands, 
| | bringing them over to the Pra- 
Ice of it. And I cannot but 
ink it a juſt Debt, with which 
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14 A Sermon before the Society 


we are oblig d to charge our ſely 
to do this for them, were it o 
in Return for the many Bench 
which in the Buſineſs of our Trab 
we reap from them: And tif 
Conſequence will {till be very goof 
ſhould we here invert St. Paul's 1 
gument, at the xvch Chap. of 
Epiſtle to the Romans, and the 2 
Verſe, and afhrm, That if we h * 
been made Partakers of their ca 
Things, and are many of us enrich 
by them, our Duty is alſo to min 
unto them in ſpiritual Things. N 
Bur we are further oblig'd Ml 
this Chriſtian Duty on Account oi 
the exceeding Riches of God's Grace in ii 
Kinaneſs towards us through Chriſt Jeu 
(Eph. ii. 7.) by cauſing his Goſpdli 
to be Preach d among us; without 
the Light of which, we our ſelvs 
muſt have continu'd in the fant 
deplorable State with theſe miſe 
rable People, and remain'd to thi 
Day as ignorant and ijdolatrous 
Where 
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erefore let us remember, as the 
oſtle exhorts the Epheſians upon 
; Topick, Eph. ii. 11, 12, 13. 
we alſo in Time paſſed, or before 
Converſion of our Nation from 
Pagan Idolatry, were Gentiles in 
Fleſh as well as they, and at that 
xe without Chriſt, being Aliens from 
Commonwealth of Tſrael, and Stran- 
SS from the Covenants of the Promiſe, 
2 Hope, and without God in the 
Id; but that now in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who ſometimes were far off, or who 
e ſhut out from the Privileges 
the Chriſtian Covenant, are made 
or admitted to them, by the Blood 
briſt. Let us, I fay, ſo remem- 
all this, that as we in Times paſt, 
in the former Days of Ignorance 
Darkneſs, did not believe God, 
© have now obtain d Mercy, and be- 
e in him, even ſo theſe alſo who 
believe not, may, thro our Mercy, 
Qing them in the Faith which 

profeſs, obtain Mercy; as St. Paul 

ex- 


_— £ - © C = 
= 4 e 
"Y — = * 


; — = — 
„ 4... tv -a-K ac. 


4 


5 El J i 1 
- I ” - ö 


— 
16 A Sermon before the Society 
exhorts the Romans, in the xith Ch 
zo, and 3 Verſes. 

Ov bleſſed Saviour in the 
of St. Matthew 1 4th Verſe, calls 
his Diſciples and Followers, but ni 
eſpecially his Apoſtles, and tl, 
Succeſſors, The Light of the Wi 
Ye are the Light of the World; wi 
was the ſame Title that, at amt 
Time, he took upon himſelf, | 
viii. 1 2. And the Reaſon of his tu 
ferring this Character upon all Ch 
ſtians, or all his Diſciples, was to d 
vey to their Minds, under that) 
tion, a juſt Senſe of the Obligat 
they were under, to make Ute 
their Light for the Inſtruction 
their ignorant and unconvem 
Brethren in the Knowledge 3 
Practice of his holy Religion; whi 
if they fail'd to do, they would! 
no Means anſwer the Charas 
that he had given them, nat 
have themſelves as Lights of the Wn 
whatever their own 'Proficiency 
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Knowledge of Chriſt and his 
ſpel might otherwiſe be. | 
Bux to 3 of theſe firſt Lights 
the World, as particularly to his 
oſtles, he gave it in Commiſſion, 
th, xxviii. 19, 20. to go abroad, 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to 
e all Things what ſoever he bad 

anded them; and then he pro- 
ed to be 420 with them, i. e. with 
and their Succeſſors in the 
iſtry of the Golpel, to whom 
Commiſſion is doubtleſs exten- 
even unto the End of the World: 
| this Commiſſion was ſo faith- 
and diligently executed by 
e holy Men who firſt undertook 
and was immediately attended 
ſuch! wonderful Succeſs, that 
as paſſed with all, who have well 

ſider' d it, as truly miraculous. 
PUT what they did not or could 
do, (which we have not Time 
C; now 


i 
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now to conſider) though we ha 
Reaſon to think they exceeded th 
ſetves, or their own natural Streng 
and Ability, in what they did; v 
was impoſſible with them, (as 
may well ſuppoſe it was impofſi 
they ſhould Preach the Gof; el | 
the undiſcover'd'Parts of the Wor 
of which they had never heard, 
impoſſible as it was for thoſe 
whom the Prophet ſpeaks, to- 
upon or believe in him of whom they k 
not beard; ) Whatever T ſay 'was in 
poſſible for them to do, and wh 
it-may be, has been in à great Ma 
ſure undone again” by "theſe wv 
have openly” Apoſtatiz d from 
Chriſtian Faith, or who have ta 
duc'd or deny dit by their wich 
Lives, has been left as a Work i 
be perfected” atid compleated 
after Generations; and, as it W 
doubtedly requires the Aſſiſtance 
this, is therefore the laudable al 
Att +. 1 | 1 9 
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Occaſion of our meeting toge- 
at this Time. 
xD here we may obſerve with 
much Zeal, but withal with 
reat a Mixture of Error, Su- 
tion, and Idolatry, the Romiſh 
1onaries have endeavoured to 
pagate what they call the Ca- 
Wick Faith in thoſe Infidel Na- 
bs to which they are at any 
be {ent ; and let it be a 
iss further to provoke and ex- 
us of the Reform'd Church, 
d have the Light of the Goſpel 
ing among us in its pureſt and 
Ihteſt Luſtre, to be the more 
cernd and induſtrious for the 
pagation of it, wherever we go, 
the ſame Simplicity, with which 
Pas been convey'd and deliver'd 
s; to have our Converſation honeſt 
ng the Gentiles; (1 Pet. ii. 2.) and 
et our Light ſo ſhine before them, 
they may ſee our good Works, be 
cd thereby to embrace our Re- 
C 2 ligion, 
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ligion, and, by their Converſion 
Acceſſion to CHRIS ᷑r's King 
here upon Earth, Glorifie our H 
which is in Heaven. (Matth. v. 169 

AN o for our further Encoun 
ment herein, I come next to d 
ſider, 

TyizDLyY, The glorious Re 
which is promis d in the Text 
thoſe who join in the charit 
Work of Converting Sinners 
turning them to Righteouſneſs ; ani 
that more eſpecially to which ve 
now invited, of Converting Inf 
They ſhall ſhine as the Brig bt ne / o 
Firmament, and as the Stars for eve 
ever. 

Ouxr Blefled Lord in the 
count he gives at the xxvth C 
of St. Matth. of his final Diſtribut 
of Rewards and Puniſhment 
the laſt Day, when the Wicked | 
go into everlaſting Puniſhment, but 
Righteous into Life Eternal, (Ver. 
lays the principal Ground of 
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it Diſtinction he will then make 
een the one and the other, in 
Exerciſe or Neglect of the Offices 
harity ; and he does not overlook 
meaneſt of them, nor thoſe that 
ſhown to the leaſt or meaneſt of 
Brethren ; but accepts of every 
zen of have Kindneſs to them 
zone unto himſelf; Jnaſmuch as 

ave done it unto one of the leaſt of 
my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
yer. 42. By which we ſee of 
great a Price in the Sight of 
D all our Acts of Charity are, 
how great a Return they are 
to make m the other World. 

s a further Evidence of our 
our's kind Reſentment of this 
Benevolence, we have it re- 
Jed from his own Mouth, in 
th. x. 42. that whoſoever ſhall give 
ink, to one of theſe little ones, or of 
Diſciples, 4 Cup of cold Water ouly, 
be Name of a Diſciple, or as be- 
bing to him, he ſhall in no wiſe 
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than that it will bear an exact! 


loſe his Reward; which no do 
will be anſwerable to the merd 
Deſign and Intention of the Gif 
But in the former Verſe he like 
takes Notice of ſuch Acts of Hof 
tality and Beneficence as were ſhq 
to Perſons of a higher Rank, or wii 
were more in his Favour, wh 
are therefore the more acceptable 
him, upon that Account; as till 
for Example, that were ſhown t 
Prophet, or a Righteous Man, as ſuch, 
in the Name of a Prophet, or of a M 
onus Man ; and he there gives the . 
Aſſurance, as in the other Caſe, li 
they likewiſe ſhall not fail oM 
ſuitable Reward. He that ref 
a Prophet in the Name of a Pri 
ſhall receive a Prophet's Reward, ail 
that receiveth a Righteous Man in 
Name of a Righteous Man, ſhall mu 
a Righteous Mans Reward ver. | 
What that Reward' ſhall be, f 
not here any further determit 
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Lon to the Kindneſs. or Charity 
the Account of which it is con- 
Wd upon them, or to the Re- 
a chat is ſhown to our Lord by 
But from hence we may infer, 
t the like proportionable Returns 
as certainly be made to any 
che nobler Inſtances or Degrees 
dus Virtue, by which good Men 
Wioguiſh themſelves ; Gch as we 
Wit grant that to be, which brings 
Wtogether at this time. And it is 
Nubtleſs by this Rule or Standard 
judging of their pious Works, 
t the Prophet Daniel pronounces 
my Text, of the wiſe Retor- 
rs and Inſtructers of the World, 

of thoſe that turn many to Righ- 
ne; that as they approve them- 
es the greateſt Friends and Be- 
factors to Mankind, they are there- 
c entitled to the greateſt Rewards, 
d will be rais'd hereafter to the 


gheſt F wy . They ſhall ſhine as 
C4 the 
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the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and Wi 
the Stars for ever and ever. 
AuON G this Claſs we ng 
not doubt to rank all thoſe, wil 
ſcruple to give them the firſt Pill 
eminence, whoſe Labours, and vl 
ferings, and Deaths, are record 
either in Holy Writ, or in 
Hiſtories of the - moſt early Tim 
of the Church, for their Defen 
and Propagation. of the Chriſt 
Faith; ſince our Saviour hill 
ſelf has ſo far condeſcended to iii 
weak Capacities, in framing «ll 
Idea's of their exalted State, a: il 
give us the beſt aſſurance we a 
have of it, in the Language al 
Metaphor before made uſe - of 
our Prophet in the Text. 
having firſt ſpoken of the End 
this World, when every one 
receive his due Reward, Matt. ih 
40. tben, ſays he in the 43 ver 
ſhall the Rigbteous, by whom 1 
chiefly meant the faithful Prot 


{ 


1 


—_ 


WE rhe Propagation of the Goſpel. 
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and Publiſhers of his Goſpel, 
=. forth as the Sun m the Glory of 
Feber, or be for ever diſtin- 
d with the chiefeſt Marks of 
nour and Dignity in his glori- 
== Kingdom. And we may like- 

e piouſly hope, that all the Workers 
ther with them in the ſame De- 
s of Enlarging the Borders of 
iſt's Kingdom, and adding to 
Church fuch as ſhall be ſavd, 
$11. 47.) when they have finiſhd 
4 Courſe, and have thus kept, or 
| lerv'd, the Faith, ſhall then re- 
2 Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
a ch the Lord the Righteous Judge 
| be ſure to give them ar that 
: 


y; (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) and be 
Wed up to the higheſt or moſt ho- 
Wurable Places in thoſe bleſſed 
none, which he himſelf is gone 
yore to prepare for them To 
ich Gop of his infinite Mercy 


115 us all for Jeſus Chriſt his 
© 


T o 


\ 


To whom with the Pat 


and the Holy. Ghoſt, be aſc 


as is moſt due, all Honour 
Glory, both now and ever. 


men. 
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